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Herren und Damen, Guten Arbenter und Danke Schön. I thank you profoundly for inviting me here; also 

on behalf of my great-great-grandfather and Darwin’s other descendents. I’m extremely happy to be 

here, and see such a wonderful creation made in Darwin’s name!  

I appreciate many things about it, in particular its focus on living animals alongside extinct forms, and its 

circular plan in preference to the more usual linear presentation of his theory. 

I hope this Darwineum will help promote HOLISTIC thinking. Its presence is particularly appropriate here 

in Deutschland, since the concept “Ecology” (“Oikologie”) was first formed in this country by Ernst 

Haeckel in the 1860s, after he met Darwin and was inspired by his “Economics of Nature”.  

To me one thing that is great in Darwin is the holistic vision of species interacting and man as an intrinsic 

part of nature. 

As a social anthropologist I note how closely this fits with tribal people’s perspective in different parts of 

the world, 


