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Aims
• What are the patterns of thinking in 2020 as compared to the 

previous decade?
• Unintuitive

• How these patterns of thinking are distributed in space?



About the data

• May 2020:  4,921,831 words, 
• May 2010-2019: 4,101,605 words







• Dear diary Today at 8:21 I woke up and the sun was shining but still I 
couldn't meet my friends.i went down stairs as i ate my breakfast i looked 
RXW�WKH�ZLQGRZ�EXW�WKH�VXQ�ZDVQbW�VKLQLQJ�LW�ZDV�MXVW�OLNH�HYHU\�RWKHU�GD\�LW�
ZDV�GDUN�DQG�ORQHO\�QRWKLQJ�DOLYH�FDPH�SDVW�LW�ZDV�MXVW�WKH�ZLQG�EORZLQJ�
and some bugs flying. 9:00 I started distance learning. 11:30 I went to my 
back garden and played around with a ball until I got bored and went back 
inside. 11:50 I opened the computer and continued learning. 2:00 I finished 
DOO�WKH�ZRUN�\D\���,�ZHQW�RXW�IRU�D�MRJ�DURXQG�WKH�SDUN��,W
V�DURXQG��PLQV�LI�
\RX�UXQ�EXW�DURXQG���PLQV�LI�\RX�ZDON�WR�WKH�SDUN�LW
V�UHDOO\�,�JR�IRU�D�MRJ�
every day but it's never the same as running around with your friends 
playing a game of tug or something. 3:00 I was back. I was hungry and me 
and my family sat and ate lunch. 3:30 I played fun online games with my 
IULHQGV��:H�DOVR�WDONHG�RQ�VN\SH�IRU�D�ZKLOH�EXW�LW�ZDVQbW�WKH�VDPH�������,�
played board games with my family and we also played with a ball. 6:00 my 
dad, my mum, my sister and I went to watch Star wars. My little sister was 
too young so she went to watch a movie on the computer. 8:12 we had a 
quick dinner. 8:30 I went for a bath, got dressed, brushed my teeth and 
went to bed but the only thing I could think of is will I ever be able to see my 
friends and family again.
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Conceptual hierarchy

SIBLING.n.01 

little sister, n. big sister, n. half sister, n.

FEMALE SIBLING.n.01 

(sister, n.)



May 2020 Covid-19 thinking 





Covid19 
thinking

Pre-Covid19 
thinking



CRIME in 2020: A new conceptual bundle 

vandalize, plunder, 
robber, heist, thief, 

PROO�dFULPLQDOb��IRUIHLW
criminally



criminal n./adj.
2010-2019
• record, changes, act, damage, past, police, past

2020
• negligence, neglect, government policies 



ego+ criminal
• every Saturday morning I go to the mini-Tesco to buy the Guardian and 

top up the basics like milk and bread. I feel like a criminal every time I 
go out. I've occasionally had to queue outside shops, but not for long. 
I've discovered that if I can get

• keep my face turned away. Some people don't bother. Last Tuesday, for 
the first time, I wore a face mask, and felt less of a criminal 
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