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 Research Themes
Since our inception, key themes continue to develop as areas of shared interest and 
an impetus for new projects
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 Research Highlights
Our research portfolio is extending. Here we report on selected current projects

Anti-microbial Research
Hayley MacGregor is an investigator in a grant on drug 
resistant Tuberculosis in South Africa, funding under the 
ESRC-led ‘behaviour’ theme of the RCUK cross-council 
calls on antimicrobial resistance. The research will be for 
four years and is led from the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, with Karina Kielmann from Queen 
Margaret University leading the anthropological component. 
She is a CORTH associate. 

For more information contact Hayley MacGregor, 
H.MacGregor@ids.ac.uk

Behavioural Interventions and Sexual 
Behaviour 
CORTH governor Carrie Llewellyn currently leads work in 
applied behavioural research in the field of sexual health, in 

mailto:H.MacGregor%40ids.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:C.D.Llewellyn%40bsms.ac.uk?subject=


MacGregor and Alex Shankland will visit Brazil for a 
workshop in September and in the final year of the project 

mailto:H.MacGregor%40ids.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:m.unnithan%40sussex.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:m.unnithan%40sussex.ac.uk?subject=
https://blogs.kent.ac.uk/cisor-news/2016/01/15/professor-sally-sheldon-awarded-0-5m-for-biographical-study-of-abortion-act/
https://blogs.kent.ac.uk/cisor-news/2016/01/15/professor-sally-sheldon-awarded-0-5m-for-biographical-study-of-abortion-act/
https://blogs.kent.ac.uk/cisor-news/2016/01/15/professor-sally-sheldon-awarded-0-5m-for-biographical-study-of-abortion-act/
mailto:S.Sheldon%40kent.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:jbrunson%40hawaii.edu?subject=
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/research/research-faculties-and-institutes/health-and-life-sciences/reproduction-research-group/egg-donation-in-the-uk-belgium-and-spain-an-interdisciplinary-study.aspx
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/research/research-faculties-and-institutes/health-and-life-sciences/reproduction-research-group/egg-donation-in-the-uk-belgium-and-spain-an-interdisciplinary-study.aspx
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/research/research-faculties-and-institutes/health-and-life-sciences/reproduction-research-group/egg-donation-in-the-uk-belgium-and-spain-an-interdisciplinary-study.aspx
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/research/research-faculties-and-institutes/health-and-life-sciences/reproduction-research-group/egg-donation-in-the-uk-belgium-and-spain-an-interdisciplinary-study.aspx
mailto:NHudson%40dmu.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.actionaid.org.uk


Knowledge Exchange
CORTH members seek to translate our research into real life policy and practice. 
Our members are actively engaged in a number of knowledge and experience 
sharing activities

‘The Big Picture – Proposed Surrogacy 
Law: Does it address all concerns?’
Founder and Chairperson of The Anthropos India 
Foundation, and CORTH member, Sunita Reddy has 
recently been on a discussion panel, discussing the 
new surrogacy legislation in India. The video of this 
discussion can be found at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qD7EwHlB6HQ 

The Anthropos India Foundation is one of CORTH’s Network 
Partners. We have been working together on issues such as 
surrogacy, and we are also discussing collaborations around 
medical pluralism in India. 

Rainbow after the Storm: Mylo and his 
Dads go to the Mediator
CORTH Governor, Dr. Maria Moscati (LPS) has written 
a children’s book about same-sex couple mediation 
which can be found at: http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/
documents/moscati-children-families-mediation.pdf

‘We believe that families are various all over the world; 
family break ups occur everywhere; homosexuality, 
bisexuality, transsexualism exist in all types of society, and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qD7EwHlB6HQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qD7EwHlB6HQ
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/moscati-children-families-mediation.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/moscati-children-families-mediation.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/becca-williams-corth-blog.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/becca-williams-corth-blog.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/becca-williams-corth-blog.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/eshre-2016-sb-final.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/eshre-2016-sb-final.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/edi-2016-bionews-shock-horror-business-as-usual.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/edi-2016-bionews-shock-horror-business-as-usual.pdf


http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/s-rajagopal---young-women-final.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/s-rajagopal---young-women-final.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/s-rajagopal---young-women-final.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/internal/bulletin/staff/2016-2017/04112016/helping-midwives-communicate
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/internal/bulletin/staff/2016-2017/04112016/helping-midwives-communicate
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/internal/bulletin/staff/2016-2017/04112016/helping-midwives-communicate
mailto:t.staehler%40sussex.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/global/about/glassbeadgame
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/global/about/glassbeadgame
http://medanthrotheory.org/read/7312/birth-seven-countries
http://medanthrotheory.org/read/7312/birth-seven-countries
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Workshops, Talks and Seminars
CORTH is now well established since its launch in November 2014 featuring and 
organising a number of conferences, workshops, talks and seminars
Read reports, view pictures, and listen to podcasts on our website: http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/newsandevents/centreevents

Interdisciplinary Workshop: 
Framing International Surrogacy 
25th July 2016
(Family, Kinship and Relationality Research 
Group and CORTH)

The International Workshop brought the different disciplines 
of law, sociology, anthropology and public health together to 
explore the topic of surrogacy from different perspectives, 
such as the legal context, cultural and gender issues and 
how international surrogacy differs from domestic surrogacy. 
The workshop booklet summarises the presentations and 
the background of speakers, and there are PowerPoint 
presentations and links to speaker’s personal websites, so 
that you can find out more about the topic, as well as the 
work of those who presented. 

https://www.sussex.ac.uk/webteam/gateway/file.
php?name=framing-international-surrogacy-workshop---
speakers-and-presentations.pdf&site=447 

CORTH Research in Progress Workshop
27th June 2016
The CORTH Research in Progress Workshop on 27th June 
2016 had presentations from five doctoral students talking 
about their current research. The topics that were discussed 
ranged from sexuality to migrant health and obesity to 
thinking about cognitive perspectives. The day included 
presentations from research activists and those who are 
applying their research in everyday contexts such as a 
Brighton based NGO whose work in the city seeks to ensure 
excluded people overcome barriers to healthcare. 

The summary of the workshop is available at: 
https://www.sussex.ac.uk/webteam/gateway/file.
php?name=27th-june-workshop-summary.pdf&site=447 

New Health Communication Technologies 
Workshop 
7th November 2016
(Brighton and Sussex Medical School, IDS and CORTH)
Clinics for sexually transmitted infections (STI) aim to 
support people who have infections to contact and notify 

sexual partners, as well as providing diagnosis and 
treatment. Informing and treating sexual partners reduces 
the risk of re-infection within a relationship, and limits 
onward transmission to others. With the transformation of 
communication and diagnostic technologies, the ways clinics 
talk to patients and partners about “partner notification” 
has changed. In this interdisciplinary workshop we explored 
the social, ethical and legal impliGO wh616UIse np (r)1g (in)10 ed 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/newsandevents/centreevents
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=framing-international-surrogacy-workshop---speakers-and-presentations.pdf&site=447
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=framing-international-surrogacy-workshop---speakers-and-presentations.pdf&site=447
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=framing-international-surrogacy-workshop---speakers-and-presentations.pdf&site=447
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=27th-june-workshop-summary.pdf&site=447
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=27th-june-workshop-summary.pdf&site=447
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/corth-new-health-communication-technologies-071116---programme.pdf
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/documents/corth-new-health-communication-technologies-071116---programme.pdf
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=kalpana-ram-doctoral-forum-summary-by-sajida-ally.pdf&site=447
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=kalpana-ram-doctoral-forum-summary-by-sajida-ally.pdf&site=447
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=kalpana-ram-doctoral-forum-summary-by-sajida-ally.pdf&site=447
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Whose Future? Skills for the 21st century 
in low and middle income countries
17th November 2016
(CIE, CIRCY and CORTH) 
CORTH Doctoral Member Padmini Iyer (Young Lives, Oxford), 
returned to Sussex to talk about the Young Lives project with Dr 
Caine Rolleston (Institute of Education, UCL). Young Lives is a 
longitudinal study of child poverty, which has followed 12,000 
children in Ethiopia, India, Peru and Vietnam over the past 15 
years. This presentation provided an introduction to key findings 
that have emerged from the study. This involved a discussion of 
how learning quality can be conceptualised and measured at 
secondary level, particularly in relation to the current focus on 
the development of ‘21st century skills’ and the relevance of 
this agenda within low and middle-income countries. 

Luce Irigaray Book Launch of To Be Born: 
Genesis of a New Human Being 
27th February 2017
(Philosophy/ CORTH workshop)
Luce Irigaray a prominent author in contemporary French 
feminism and Continental philosophy was at Sussex to launch 
her new book To be Born. An interdisciplinary thinker who works 
between philosophy, psychoanalysis, and linguistics, Luce proposed 
nothing less than a new conception of being as well as a means 
to ensure its individual and relational development from birth.

CORTH ‘Meet and Greet’ Doctoral Forum
8th March 2017
This was an interesting and lively forum held on International 
Women’s day. Doctoral forum members presented on their 

/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=report---corth-doctoral-forum-08-03-17.pdf&site=447
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=report---corth-doctoral-forum-08-03-17.pdf&site=447
/webteam/gateway/file.php?name=report---corth-doctoral-forum-08-03-17.pdf&site=447
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in conceptualisations of risk, physical bodies and 
reproductive systems in terms of temperament of hot 
and cold, experience of pregnancy loss, gift exchange 
and visitation circles as spaces for performance and 
exchange of information. She plans to link her research 
with the wider debates around Muslim women as well as 
radicalisation.

Emilomo Ogbe 
(Reproductive Health, 
University of Ghent)
CORTH member and former 
Master’s student at Sussex 
Emilomo Ogbe is currently 
working on the pilot phase 
of her PhD research on the 

influence of social networks on the uptake of sexual and 
reproductive services among refugees and asylum seekers. 
Dr. Emilomo Ogbe (M.D., M.A) is a medical doctor and 
researcher with experience in Bioethics and Sexual and 
Reproductive Health programme management, policy 
analysis and research in West and East Africa and South 
East Asia. She is currently a PhD Student at the University 
of Ghent, where her research is focused on the influence of 
social networks on health decision making and utilisation 
of GBV services by refugees. The research combines 
qualitative and quantitative research methods.  She is also 
on the ethics review board for an international sexual and 
reproductive health organisation.

For more information contact Emilomo Ogbe, 
emihoms@gmail.com

Lavinia Bertini (Global Studies, University 
of Sussex)
Lavinia is a doctoral researcher in Medical Anthropology 
at the University of Sussex, School of Global Studies. 
Her ethnographic research investigates discourses, 

mailto:emihoms@gmail.com
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/law/people/peoplelists/person/299756
http://www.pulp.up.ac.za/legal-compilations/legal-grounds
http://www.pulp.up.ac.za/legal-compilations/legal-grounds
mailto:rachel.olson%40thefirelightgroup.com?subject=
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Bradley, S., McCourt, C., Rayment, J., and 
Parmar, D. (2016) ‘Disrespectful intrapartum 
care during facility-based delivery in sub-
Saharan Africa: A qualitative systematic 
review and thematic synthesis of women’s 
perceptions and experiences’, Social Science 
& Medicine, 169:157–170.

Brooks, H., Llewellyn, C.D., Nadarzynski, T., 
Castilho Pelloso, F., De Souza Guilherme F., 
Pollard, A., and Jones C.J. (2017: in press) ‘Sexual 
orientation disclosure in healthcare: systematic 
review’, British Journal of General Practice 

De Zordo, S., Mishtal, J., and Anton, L. (eds.) 
(2017) A Fragmented Landscape: Abortion 
Governance and Protest Logics in Europe, 
New York: Berghahn Books

Gillespie, B. (2017) ‘Negotiating Nutrition: 
Sprinkles and the state in the Peruvian 
Andes.’ Women’s Studies International Forum, 
60:120–127 

Edelman, N., Cassell, J., de Visser, R., 
Prah, P., and Mercer, C. H. (2017) ‘Can 
psychosocial and socio-demographic 
questions help identify sexual risk among 
heterosexually-active women of reproductive 
age? Evidence from Britain’s third National 

http://slsablog.co.uk/blog/blog-posts/religious-freedom-and-school-uniforms-shabina-begum-ten-years-on/
http://slsablog.co.uk/blog/blog-posts/religious-freedom-and-school-uniforms-shabina-begum-ten-years-on/
http://slsablog.co.uk/blog/blog-posts/religious-freedom-and-school-uniforms-shabina-begum-ten-years-on/
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Connections 
New International Network Partners
•	 Anthropos India Foundation
•	 Charles University in Prague 
•	 FAGES, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Brazil
•	 Global Health Anthropology, University of Bergen, Norway
•	 Public Health Foundation, India
•	 School of Public Health, BRAC University, Bangladesh
•	 University of Central Cape, Ghana
•	 University of Ghana, Legon 

International Connections 
•	 Centre for Social Research in Health, UNSW, Australia
•	 Centre for Health and Social Justice, New Delhi, India
•	 SAHAYOG Lucknow, India
•	 PRAYAS, Chittogarh, India
•	 Action Research and Training in Health, Udaipur, India
•	 Copassa, Centre for Health and Social Justice, Delhi, India
•	 Institute of Development Studies, Jaipur, India
•	 Centre for Community Medicine, Jawahar Lal University, Delhi, India
•	 Department of Sociology, University of Delhi, India 
•	 African Centre for Migration & Society, University of the Witwatersrand, 

South Africa
•	 Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva, 

Switzerland
•	 Mahidol University, Thailand
•	 Department of Anthropology, Simon Fraser University, Canada
•	 Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Mount Holyoke College, USA
•	 Department of Medical Anthropology, University of Arizona, USA
•	 FXB Centre for Health and Human Rights, Harvard, USA

UK Connections 
•	 Institute for International Health and Development, Queen Margaret 

University, Edinburgh 
•	 Grand Network, Global Health Public Policy, School of Social and 

Political Science, University of Edinburgh 
•	 Women’s Health, Kings College London
•	 South Asia Institute, SOAS
•	 Department of Anthropology, University of Manchester
•	 Centre for Law and Human Rights, University of Essex
•	 Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cambridge
•	 Gender and Health Group, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine
•	 Oxford Fertility, Reproduction and Sexuality Research Group, University of Oxford
•	 Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropology, University of Oxford
•	 Centre for Intimate and Sexual Citizenship (CISC), Department of Sociology, 

University of Essex

New Connections: 
•	 Centre for Reproduction Research, De Montfort University 
•	 Department of Anthropology and Global Health, University of Durham 
•	 Department of Geography and Environmental Sciences, University of Reading 
•	 Department of Health Sciences, University of York 
•	 Department of Health Services Research and Policy, London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
•	 Research Department of Infection & Population Health, UCL Institute for 

Global HealthKhasi children, 
Northeast India. LE
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 CORTH members
Senior Research Associates 
and Advisors
•	Prof. Peter Aggleton (Centre for 

Social Research in Health, UNSW, 
Australia)

•	Prof. Gillian Bendelow (Sociology, 
University of Brighton)

•	Marge Berer (Editor, Reproductive 
Health Matters)

•	Prof. Susan Bewley (Complex 
Obstetrics, Kings College London)

•	Prof. Jan Brunson (Anthropology 
Department, University of Hawaii at 
Manoa) 

•	Urvashi Butalia (Indian Feminist, 
Publisher and Founder of Zubaan 
Books) 

•	Dr. Abhijit Das (Centre for Health 
and Social Justice, New Delhi & 
Clinical Assistant Professor, Dept. 
of Global Health, University of 
Washington, Seattle, USA)

•	Ms. Jashodhara Dasgupta 
(Coordinator SAHAYOG, Lucknow, 
India)

•	Prof. Jeannette Edwards 
(Anthropology, University of 
Manchester) 

•	Prof. Tine Gammeltoft 
(Anthropology, University of 
Copenhagen) 

•	Dr. Narendra Gupta (Prayas, 
Chittorgarh)

•	Prof. Paul Hunt  (Law and Human 
Rights, University of Essex)

•	Prof. Marcia Inhorn (Medical 
Anthropology, Yale University)

•	Dr. Kirti Iyengar (Co-director, Action 

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-us/people/peter-aggleton/
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/158623
https://bererblog.wordpress.com/
http://kcl.academia.edu/susanbewley
http://www.copasah.net/about-us2.html
http://www.sahayogindia.org/coordinators-page.html
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/research/Jeanette.edwards/
http://prayaschittor.org/index.php/executive-board/
https://www.essex.ac.uk/law/staff/profile.aspx?ID=827
http://www.yale.edu/anthro/anthropology/Marcia_Inhorn.html
http://arth.in/about-us/arth-board-members
http://www.qmu.ac.uk/iihd/profiles/staff_profile_Karina_Kielmann.htm
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/facultyprofiles/lynn_morgan
http://anthropology.arizona.edu/user/mark-nichter
http://sociology.du.ac.in/index.php/people/faculty?id=143
https://www.sfu.ca/sociology-anthropology/People/faculty/stacy-pigg.html
https://www.soas.ac.uk/staff/staff92517.php
http://www.jnu.ac.in/FacultyStaff/ShowProfile.asp?SendUserName=mrao
http://graduateinstitute.ch/directory/_/people/randeria
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/jane.sandall.html
http://www.socanth.cam.ac.uk/directory/professor-marilyn-strathern-cbe-fba
http://www.lstmed.ac.uk/about/people/professor-sally-theobald
https://www.anthro.ox.ac.uk/about-us/affiliates-emeriti-research-fellows/dr-soraya-tremayne/
http://www.anthro.ox.ac.uk/about-us/affiliates-%09emeriti-research-fellows/dr-soraya-tremayne/
http://www.jmews.org/jmews-editorial-board/tremayne-soraya/
http://www.jmews.org/jmews-editorial-board/tremayne-soraya/
http://fxb.harvard.edu/people/alicia-eli-yamin
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/287143
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/285569
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/355143
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/355020
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/92604
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/7389
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/709
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/10662
http://www.ids.ac.uk/person/jerker-edstrom
http://www.ids.ac.uk/person/jerker-edstrom
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/174796
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/142748
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/21455
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/22575
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/135339
http://www.ids.ac.uk/person/elizabeth-mills
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/174794
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/177652
http://www.ids.ac.uk/person/pauline-oosterhoff
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/188060
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/98251
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/192052
http://www.ids.ac.uk/idsperson/hilary-standing
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•	Dr. Ruth Stirton (Law, Politics and 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/362706
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/285568
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/73441
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/204943
http://cria.org.pt/site/investigacao-e-desenvolvimento/investigadores/integrados.html?sobi2Task=sobi2Details&catid=3&sobi2Id=196
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/people/silviadezordo
http://www.social-sciences.brookes.ac.uk/People/Academic/prof.asp?ID=933
https://www.spi.ox.ac.uk/people/profile/dubuc.html
https://www.dur.ac.uk/research/directory/staff/?id=131
http://www.qmu.ac.uk/iihd/profiles/staff_profile_Bregje_de_Kok.htm
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/law/people/sheelagh-mcguinness/index.html
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/people/rachelolson
http://www.lshtm.ac.uk/aboutus/people/palmer.jennifer
http://www.anthro.ox.ac.uk/?id=1348
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/people/kiratrandhawa
http://www.jnu.ac.in/Faculty/sreddy/cv.pdf
https://www.essex.ac.uk/sociology/staff/profile.aspx?ID=139
http://www.sum.uio.no/english/people/aca/katerits/
http://www.migration.org.za/entry/34/jo-vearey
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/187316
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/people/laviniabertini
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/254455
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/368162
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/336792
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/people/gillianlove
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/law/people/peoplelists/person/299756
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/370843
http://www.ids.ac.uk/idsperson/wezi-mwangulube
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/people/ciaraoconnell
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/307656
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/366529
http://www.albany.edu/~me294976/
http://www.uwo.ca/womens/graduate/phd_program/phd_profiles.html
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/corth/people/emilomoogbe
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