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Sustainable Development Goals
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SDGs as drivers of issue integration?

• L#6'+-(4+94'-+6(47':
• SDGs may foster incremental changes towards policy integration 1

• SDGs create a more favorable environment for policy integration than existed before 2

• Overarching goals allow for coherence while maintaining diversity
3 

• SDGs create strong narrative for collective action and attention towards the goals 
4
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SDGs as drivers of issue integration?

• M);'"-+-(4+9."#7(7$4+*#):
• cherry-picking rather than integrated approach 1

• Lack of systems thinking and integrated approaches 2

• Continued siloization amongst international organizations since 2015 
3 
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Questions to answer
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• Sub question 1: are international organizations recognizing the SDGs as a framework? 

• If so:
• Sub question 2: does SDG recognition lead to more issue integration amongst international 

organizations?



Empirical test - Methods
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Empirical test - Methods
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• SDG recognition – keywords related specifically to the SDGs, e.g. ‘SDG’, 
‘Agenda 2030’



Empirical test - Methods
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Empirical test - Methods

• V#*)"#$+1("%(7$'-
• IO size – member countries
• IO size – staff count – not collected yet
• Issue scope – single-issue, multi-issue or omni-issue
• Part of UN System y/n
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Results – preliminary



Results – preliminary
Sub question 1: are international 
organizations recognizing the SDGs as 
a framework? 

SDG recognition score > 0 



Results – preliminary
Sub question 1: are international 
organizations recognizing the SDGs as 
a framework? 

• The majority, yes, but far from all!
• Increasingly more mentioning of 

SDGs overall



Results – preliminary
Sub question 2: does SDG recognition 
lead to more issue integration 
amongst international organizations?

No regression models yet, some 
descriptives. 
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Sub question 2: does SDG recognition 
lead to more issue integration 
amongst international organizations?



Results – preliminary
Sub question 2: does SDG recognition 
lead to more issue integration 
amongst international organizations?

2. SDG Topic diversity

Increase from 2012-2015, indicating 
that IO – on average – mention more 
SDG topics and/or provide more equal 
mentioning to all topics. 
After implementation of SDGs 
stabilization (and small decrease?)

SDG Topic diversity– Shannon-Wiener diversity score of 
SDG topics addressed on international organizations’ 
websites from 2012-2019 (n = 239)



Conclusion - preliminary
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Discussion
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