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W E L C O M E

In June 2018, the Impact Acceleration Accounts (IAAs) at the Universities of 
Essex, East Anglia and Sussex were each awarded Business Boost funding from 
the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) to work with the South East 
Network for Social Sciences (SeNSS) Doctoral Training Partnership (DTP) to 

encourage greater collaboration and engagement between social science researchers 
– particularly postgraduate researchers – and businesses.

The project was conducted over a 12 month period and had the central aim of 
enabling social science postgraduate students to engage with the wider business 

community. Training events, workshops and funding was made available to 
students to equip them with the skills they need to shape their research for a 
business audience. To guide the long-term strategic direction and to prepare 
for forthcoming Industrial Strategy Funding opportunities, additional work 
was undertaken to map and assess barriers to business engagement. All three 

Universities collaborated between themselves and with the wider SeNSS network 
to achieve the various aims and objectives of the Business Boost. This also involved 

appointment of a Business Engagement and Impact Officer.   

This showcase event marks the end of the period of funding, however the  
fund will leave a lasting legacy for SeNSS-DTP. An interactive online toolkit 

providing guidance for businesses, students and supervisors will go live on the 
SeNSS-DTP website.

We very much hope that you enjoy today’s conference and look forward  

to supporting existing and new partnerships in future.
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We gratefully acknowledge the support of the ESRC.


