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Key themes
Narrating Blood examines the ways in which blood is 
narrated within policy discourse, as well as perceived in 
terms of weakness or stigma in everyday family, school 
and livelihood contexts for poor, rural, urban and migrating 
populations. Our network will explore the following topic 
areas:

•	 Blood related stigma

•	 Blood borne infections (HIV and Aids, Malaria, Zika, 
Ebola)

•	 Anaemia (nutritional; thalassaemia;sickle cell anaemia; 
malarial anaemia)

•	 Menstrual disorders

•	 Blood diagnostics and related technologies

•	 Blood transfusions

•	 Blood donations

•	 Blood, kinship, inheritance

•	 Blood and identity politics 
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Exploring the impact of hidden blood-related conditions on social, 
economic and health welfare in the UK, Bangladesh, India and 
Ghana

Narrating Blood is an international network at the University 
of Sussex. Based in the Centre for Cultures of Reproduction, 
Technologies and Health (CORTH), it is a joint collaboration with 
the Sussex Centre for Innovation and Research in Childhood and 
Youth (CIRCY) and the Institute for Development Studies (IDS). 
Led by CORTH Director Professor Maya Unnithan, CIRCY Director 
Professor Janet Boddy and IDS Senior Fellow Hayley MacGregor, 
this programme brings together international and national research 
expertise to establish a set of analytic and methodological 
instruments to address the social, economic and health burden 
of hidden blood-related conditions such as anaemia in lower 
and middle income countries. Our research will initially focus on 
Bangladesh, India, Ghana and the UK.
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Network objectives
One of the key global challenges for health and education, 
anaemia and blood related health and psychosocial 
conditions require a transdisciplinary approach (bringing 
together interdisciplinary perspectives in new ways). 
Accordingly, the objectives of the network are as follows: 

•	 Pool expertise around the less-visible, non-		
communicable blood-related disorders especially 
anaemia and menstrual health focusing on young 
women, men, adolescent girls and boys

•	 Develop effective health communication methodologies 
for an engagement with behavioural change of close-
to-community providers (i.e., midwives and informal 




